CHAPTER   VI

SOCIAL FREEDOM

" AH this is nothing to the evils
Which men, and their confederate devils,
Inflict^ to aggravate the curse
On their own hated kind much worse ;

As if by Nature they'd been serv'd
More gently than their fate deserv'd,
Take pains (in justice) to invent,
And study their own punishment;
That, as their crimes should greater grow,
So might their own inflictions too."
SAMUEL BUTLER, Satire upon the Weakness and Misery of Man.

I PROPOSE to devote this chapter to the question
of what I call social freedom as distinct from other
freedom. Although the Churches have declined in
authority the community as such has not altogether
relaxed all of the inquisitorial authority that the
Churches used to wield, and it was chiefly this
tyranny which roused the indignation of John
Stuart Mill in his essay on Liberty. Mill, as fSTWell
known, was deeply attached to Mrs Harriet Taylor,
whom he subsequently married. During his life Mr
Taylor very kindly absented himself from his house
on certain evenings in the week so that Mrs Taylor
could listen with undistracted ecstasy to Mill's
philosophy* Here was an arrangement which de-
served all respect and which could not by any
means injure other parties. Even if Mill was a gay
Lothario, which was by no means his reputation
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